
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIND US ON  

FACEBOOK! 

 

https://

www.facebook.com/

KnoxKACEE 

NOW ONLINE!  
 

There is still time to register for the TACEE 
virtual conference. The conference will go 

live on November 1st and be available for 6 
months. If you are not a member of TACEE/
KACEE, the registration fee will automatically 
get you a year membership to our organiza-
tion. If you were not able to attend our Be-

havior Management training, that session will 
be offered at this virtual conference.  

Training for East Knoxville Educators and Families:  

Transforming Hurt into Healing 

November 6th, 2021  
Pellissippi State Magnolia Avenue Campus 

 

• Programing for early childcare educators:  8:30 a.m.-4p.m. 

• Programming for families with children ages 8 and younger: 10a.m.-4p.m. 
 

Serving families and educators from zipcodes 37914, 37915 & 37917 

 

Meals and snacks are included 

To register, visit http://tinyurl/com/hurtintohealing, email eced@pstcc.edt or call 865.539.7034 by Monday, Nov 1 
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 We must consider the many purposes of play and be aware of the developmental stag-
es of play when we are supporting creativity in play. Connecting to nature in outdoor play 
environments allows children experiences with open senses and opportunities for physical 
development. Theorists Jean Piaget and Lev Vygotsky stressed that play is a major influence 
in cognitive growth maintaining that imaginative play is one of the purest forms of symbolic 
thought. Play allows for opportunities to acquire information that lays the foundation for 
learning. It fosters math, science, and literary understanding and skills, as well as, stimulates 
language development. Social development is the best benefit to children engaged in imagina-
tive or pretend play. Play develops the creative aspect of a child’s personality and is deeply 
satisfying. Some ways teachers can facilitate creative play include: 

•  Allow children’s ideas to develop 

•  Avoid dominating play 

• Stimulate and extend play – ask “What will happen next?” 

• Support play with actual life experiences – field trips, ethnic 
experiences, science experiments 

• Offer many opportunities for outdoor play 

Equipment plays an important role in facilitating play. Some things to keep in mind are buy-
ing equipment that encourages the use of imagination, change equipment frequently, rear-

range materials and combine them for more complex play, and store them so they are easily 
accessible. 

KACEE SHIRTS 

T-SHIRTS are  

ON SALE NOW 
FOR $12! 

FREE CPR and First Aid  
for Early Childhood Educators  

 

           NOVEMBER 19th-20th, 2021 

                  Knoxville, Holiday Inn Cedar Bluff 

TO REGISTER: visit http://www.TNCCRR.org and click on the CPR registration calendar  

While working with kids is most often a very rewarding experience, it can be incredibly 
challenging at times. As adults, we sometimes find ourselves in power struggles with our 
kiddos, resulting in anger and frustration from all parties involved. It's Important to know 
how to keep calm in tense situations, as we make 
more sound decisions when we aren't in a state of 
heightened emotions. Although written for parents, 
this article gives readers several techniques to stay 
calm and collected when dealing with difficult behav-
iors.  

https://www.care.com/c/dealing-with-difficult-child-
behavior-6-ways  

Fostering Creativity in Play 



Self-esteem and Sense of Competence in Young Children: 
JENNIFER BILBREY 
 
 Early childhood is a time when children begin to develop beliefs about themselves and their abilities. Educators 
and caregivers can create learning environments, engage in teachable moments, utilize modeling, and lead activities 
that support the healthy development of self-esteem among young children. 
 
Learning Environment 

• Set up a consistent schedule and routine. 

• Focus on building and nurturing intentional relationships with each child.  
• Accept, acknowledge, and celebrate individual differences in young children. 

• Allow plenty of time for self-directed play. Play provides a natural platform to 
practice social skills, develop language, build confidence, all of which works 
towards fostering a positive self- image.  

• Offer choices for children in activities, materials, and behavioral calming   
techniques.  

• Emphasize cooperation and minimize competition. Cooperation activities help 
children feel like they are an important part of the group and have unique  
abilities to offer the overall goal.   

• Display photos of the children and pieces of their personal work around the 
class. Allow them to choose which pieces of work to display. 

 
Teachable Moments 

• Give each child individualized attention every day. Use intentional listening when 
they share ideas and reflect what they are sharing by paraphrasing.  

• Give specific praise when you notice a child has mastered a skill.  
• Offering activities that are developmentally appropriate, open-ended, and focus on 

the process rather than the product provides children opportunities to be creative 
and experience success.  

• Maintain realistic expectations and verbally express your confidence by saying, “I 
believe in you.” 

• Find something to appreciate or like about EVERY child. Even those with chal-
lenging behaviors.   

 
Modeling 

• Verbally express self-acceptance by claiming credit for your strengths and how 
you continue to practice skills that are difficult for you.  

• Make statements about your personal feelings of competence. “I might be able to help you with that. I’ve 
tried a few things before that have worked.” 

              
Resource: Hewitt, D., & Heidemann, S. (1998). The optimistic classroom: Creative ways to give children hope. Redleaf Press 

“Children learn as they play. Most importantly, in play children learn how to learn ”  

                          -O’FRED DONALDSON 
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